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Equalization Schools

Indirect products of Jim Crow laws that 

created an apartheid system in the throughout 

the South and much of the United States 



Two Societies

ÁSchools
ÁHospitals

ÁParks

ÁBeaches

ÁCemeteries

ÁPublic rest rooms

ÁEmployment

ÁNeighborhoods

ÁTheaters

ÁDoctorôs offices

ÁTrains 

ÁNo interracial marriages



Concern re African American Education

ñThe Negro is learning to read faster than the white man.

And if he comes up and can read you have to let him

voteé.We are perfectly disgusted with hearing so much 

about fair elections. Talk all around, but make it fair and

youôll see whatôll happen.ò

William Henderson (Berkeley County [SC 1895 Constitutional Convention])



Constitutional Sanction for Jim Crow Education

"Separate schools shall be provided for children of the 

white and colored races, and no child of either race 

shall ever be permitted to attend a school provided for 

children of the other raceò

Constitution of the State of South Carolina, Article XI, Section 7 



Constitutional Sanction for Jim Crow Education

The schools for white children and the schools for 

negro children shall be conducted separately (FL)



Constitutional Sanction for Jim Crow Education

ñthe enforced separation of the races, é., neither abridges 

the privileges or immunities of the colored man, deprives 

him of his property without due process of law, nor denies 

him the equal protection of the laws, within the meaning of 

the fourteenth amendmentò

Plessy v Ferguson, 1896

Established the doctrine of ñseparate but equalò



Bull Pond Colored School
Allendale County



New Harmony
Allendale County



Prince Institute
Orangeburg County



Cold Well Colored School
Union County



Maybin Colored School
Union County



Ashleigh Colored School
Barnwell County



Kershaw County



Kershaw Colored
Kershaw



Lugoff Colored



Outland Colored

Georgetown



Season Colored School 

Abbeville



Carver Colored

Bamberg



St. Paul

Darlington



Johnson Colored

Fairfield



Society Hill Colored

Clarendon



African American High Schools

Years Number of School

Pre 1951 80

Post 1957 145



Equalization School Construction,

1951-1957

Number of African American 

Schools

Number of White Schools

208 83



South Carolina Equalization Schools

In 2016, the South Carolina Department of Archives and History funded a 

grant to document existing ñequalizationò schools in 19 counties 



South Carolina Equalization Schools

In 2017, the South Carolina Department of Archives and History funded a 

grant to document the remaining existing ñequalizationò schools in the 

state 



Counties included in the 2016 study

Counties

Aiken

Allendale

Bamberg

Barnwell 

Calhoun

Chester

Chesterfield

Clarendon

Darlington

Dillon

Florence

Kershaw

Lancaster

Marlboros

Marion

Orangeburg

Sumter

Union

Williamsburg



Oakwood Elementary
Aiken County



Sardis Elementary
Salley


